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World-Class Solar Home in
Riverdale Park

By Patrick J. Prangley and Rob Oppenheim

Wha in the world is going up inthe parking lot next totheold NOAA mapping
facility? A storage box? A temporary office? A fast food drive-thru? The correct
answer: None of the above. T he projedt is an 800-square-foot home designed and
built by ateam of morethan 125 undergraduate and graduate gudents & the
University of Mayland. T ean members comefrom the university’ sarchitecure
journalism, engineering, and business programs. The dructure will be part of the
U.S Department of Energy’ s 2005 Solar Decahlon.

Most college projedslast a couple of months, so it has been a challengeto
sustain this3-year-long effort. Just finishingisa grea achievement. Project
manager Rob Murray stayed pag graduation to seethe job through. Othe
principalsinclude assstant projed manager Dan Vlacich, congrudion super-
intendent Mike Boteler, and fund-raisng chief Dan Feng.

(Story continued on page 13.)




Council Actions

By Colleen Ferguson

Legislative Meeting, Tuesday, July 5, 2005

Denied variancerequest, Redeemed Church of God.
Approved M-UT Cnominaions of Orazio Puglisi and Rebecca Feldberg.
Waived sealed bids for policefled acquisition and approved piggyback
with Maryland Sae Police purchase contract.
4. Approved waiver for request for quotesfor Public Workstrash packer

and pickuptruck.
5. Proclamaion welcoming home U.S Army Reserve Civil AffairsTroops.

wh e

Special Legislative Meeting, Monday, July 25, 2005
1. Approved changesin revised plan for Redeemed Church of God.
2. Accepted quote of Sheehy Ford, Marlow Heights, for pickuptruck.
3. Accepted quotefor 2006 Ford F-750 Heil PT-1000trash compador.

Legislative Meeting, Monday, August 1, 2005

1. Approved minuesfor legidativemeeing of July 5and July 25, 2005.

2. Approved resolution to adopt Robert’ s Rules of Order, Newly Revised
(10th ed.), as amended, to conduct legidative medings.

3. Introduced Resolution 2005-OR-3, asserting mayor and council control
overthe Town Crier, see below.

4. Partner with AnacogiaWaershed Society as a gponsor for Gorgeous
Prince Georges Day, Od. 15, 2005.

5. Approved closure, 4900 blodk Sheridan S., for blodk party Aug. 20.

Resolution 2005-OR-3

[Anordinanceto amend 8 3-9: Oversight: Chapter 3: Town Crier or Newdetter
of the Town of Riverdale Park Ordinance Code]

Whereasthe Town Crier Newdetter isaprimary meansthe Mayor and Council
hasto communicae with town resdents, and

Whereasthe Town Crier isaprimay means of conveyingpolicy as sa forth by
the Mayor and Council to residents, and

Whereas ultimate reponghility for accuraely communicating with the public
istheresponshility of the elecedofficials, and

Whereasit is essential tha the Mayor and Council has all power necessaryto
insure tha the aforementioned occursin the publishing process
Changes to this subsection are indicaed by grikethrough

Chapter 3 Town Crier or Newdette Sub- Section 3-9, Oversight shall be
amended as follows:

The Editor-in-Chief shall follow above procedures in making decisons con-
cerning the production of issues of thetown newdetter. Oversight of the Edi-
tor- in-Chief shall bedonebytheTown Admlnlstrator Ne-el-eeteel—ef—fw-al—mey

Introduced by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Riverdale Pak & aregu-
lar legidative megting on Monday, August 1, 2005.
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Mayor’'s Report
Staffing

It has been an exciting and challengingtwo months
since | took the oah of office back in Juneto become
Riverdale Pak’ s new mayor. So much has happened both
intown and for mepasonally that I'mtemptedto dip on
my educator’ s ha and writean essay about what | did on
my summer vacaion. However, wha | really needtotell
you about iswhat 1've been doing with thetown govern-
ment to get organized and ready to achievethe goalslaid
out inthecampaign lag spring.

Thepoliciesthe mayor and council make can become
realitiesonly if thehired 4aff can and will med those
goals. T hetown government isprimarily made up of peo-
ple, not trucks, buildings, cars, and equipment. It’ s agrea
thingtha thenew council and | inherited a good staff tha
is becoming even better. Knowing that, my emphasis has
been on bringingthetown government to full saffing and
toimplementing a clear chain of command, so we areas
sured of awork forcetha ismativatedto do itsbest for
Riverdale Pak sresdents.

Saffing in general government, thenamefor the sec-
tion of thetown’ sadministraive structuretha oversees
all other areas of town services, wasin paticular need of
attention after significant pesonnel cusin 2003. For that
department to complee itswork in a professional and
timely fashion, we need adeputy town administrator and
two fulltimeadminidraive aides. Over mog of lag year
the department was staffedthrough amixture of tempo-
rary hiresandtown employees borrowed from other ar-
eas. Asareault, Code En-
forcement andthe De-
partment of Public Works
have been hampered. Ap-
plicants for those positions
are goingthrough rigorous
examinaions, and new
saff peopleshould be in
place by thetime you read
thisor shortly theredter.

Itiscritical to get general government back up to full
srength with highly qualified staff because all other de-
partments—themayor and council, too, for that mate—
depend so much on it. General government oversees more
than 30 critical fundions—personnel, financial, legal,
regulatory, and planning adivities, to name afew—for
thetown. Thetemporay stdfershave filled in admirably,
but we need permaneatt employeeswho will be dedicated
totheir regponshilitiesand who can be held accountable
if ajobisnat done correttly.

Saffingthetown’ sPolice Depatment poses different
concens. Although there are several dotsto fill,themain
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My emphasis has been on bringing
the town government to full staffing
and to implementing a clear chain of
command, so we are assured of a
work force that is motivated to do its
best for Riverdale Park’s residents.

By Vernon Archer

goal isto keep experienced officers
onthe force Asmany of you know,
the county police department has
begun an aggressive hiring campaign, andthISIS]US[ the
lateg of the congant demands placedon law enforcement
personnel in the pog-9/11 world. T he added pressure has
driven salaries up and made the market more competitive.
We all want the county to be successful in its quest to ex-
pandits police force, but not to the detriment of our town.

I have been working with Chief Tom Parkerto de-
velop standardized pay andrank classficaion sygems
that will help usto hireand retain officers. Thenew struc-
ture will provide for ome salary increases, but its primary
effed will be to provide a more predictable and raional
way to compensate officas. The depatment will be able
to hire experienced officers & arae abovetha paidto
rookieofficers. It also will be transparent, so every officer
will know how hisor he pay will change over time and
with promotions. Incidentally, the public will be able to
see it aswell for easy comparison with other police de-
partments pay scales.

The Department of Public Works faces gill different
challenges. Although staffing generally is adequateto
manage the workload, there has been littleflexibility for
timesof high demand. The council passed a budget tha
allows Public Works Diredor Jm Houser to contrac for
labor, up to the equivalent of onefull-time laborer, as
needed. In other words, if the depatment needsthree ex-
trapeople once each week,
the diredor now hastheflexi-
bility to bring in tha help.
When it isfully implemented,
the sygemwill allow Public
Worksto do a better job of
responding to unforeseen
eventslikethecleanup from
lagt July’ swindstorm.

Finally, | am puting in placea sydem of adminidra
tion tha will assure senior managerstha they havethe
toolsthey needto dotheir jobs andthat they will be ac-
countable for gettingtheir jobs done well. Central totha
isegablishing a clear chain of command.

The council represantaives and | were elededto
formulate policies and make certainthey are carried out.
The gaff that makes up our town government is paidto
do the work of makingthose policies become reality.
With thehelp of our excellent gdfa's, thecommitmentsi|
made in the campaign will be execuedto improve our
town. Weall exped the progressto continue inthe
coming months and yeas.
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Meet Your Town Staff

Donald Soles

By Corey Slavitt

Riverdale Park Public Works

Right about thistime intheearly autumn 22 years
ago, Donald Soles was out looking for ajob. Hewas 19
and poundingthe pavement. His quest for work ended
when he accepted apostion for seasonal leaf collection
with theT own of Riverdale Park. Asa dudent &
Bladensbur g Vocationa School, Soles studied carpentry,
electrical work, and plumbing, but right then, hejust
needed a job.

“ Some peoplecalled it ‘tempo-
rary’ work,” Soles says about his early
employment with Riverdale. “ 1 don’t
like calling it tha, though.” And with
20-plusyearsnow as a full-time, per-
manent town gaffer with a’ round the
clock, 'roundthe calendar commitment
to hisjob, the all-around skilled and
multi-talented Solesis anything but
temporary. Histwo-month seasonal gig
in 1983 evolved into atwo-decade,
full-time career.

Soles co-worker Debbie Murphy
and T own Adminidrator Pat Prangley
call Solesa“ jadk-of-all-trades,” but
they peak of him asarevered king.
And anyone who' s been out and about
in Riverdale Park knows tha their
praise isontaget—if anything, it
could be an understa@ament. You can
find this super-illed laborer jug
about everywhere, doing just about
everything.

He builds structuresforthetown, runsthe floor
buffer, plows snow, drives and even repairstown vehi-
cles, plantsflowers, clleasrefuse and leaves, condruds
and assembles voting booths, ingtallsroad signs ... and so
much more.

Prangey says,“ Donaldisaloyal, dedicaed, had
worker. Donald doesit right. HE sgood & anything he
does, from dred paintingto driving atractor.”

Solesis modest, though, “ I'll let you know when |
can't doit,” he says “If | can fix something, usually
throughtrial and error, I'll do it. I’ll l& you know if it’s
not going to work ou—if | just can’t doit.

“But it’ snicebeing wanted,” he sayswith a grin.

Hisinclinaion to help out, pitch in, andtry to fix
thingsis contagious, and maybe it' s hereditary. Soles
5-year-old son enthusiastically helpshis mom and dad
aroundthehouse. “He'sjud right there, helping out with
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littlethings naurally,” Soles says smilingwith paernal
pride.“ I'venever aked him, he just volunteas.”

When he’ s not on the job, Soles enjoys camping with
hisfamily, and he hares an enthusiasm for remote-
control carswith his son and with fellow Riverdale Park
saffer Murphy. Soles haslived in the Riverdale Park area
al of hislife, and he livesin town now so he can gay
closeto his paents—and his extended family a the
Riverdale Pak T own Hall and
Public Worksoffices.

His home includes two dogs,
five cats, an aguarium full of fish,
and alot of good humor, good fun,
and strong family bonds.

Soles job at Public Worksis
work-order-driven, so heand his11
co-workers never know what will
be ontheir plae from day to day.
They spend alot of their timeout-
sde—in rain and snow and intense
heat and humidity—collecting
leaves andtrash, plowing snow,
spreading salt, plantingtrees. T hey
work togethe to maintain River-
dale Park’ sthree buildings, too—
Town Hall, the Police Department,
and Public Works. T here’' s always
s0 muchto do. As Solessays, “It's
nice being wanted.”

Audrey Bragg and Smon Plog receive a basket of appre-
ciation at the Farmers Mar ket Cdebration. See page 11.
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Riverdale Park Day

Saturday, October 1, 2005

12 Noon to 5 PM
Riversdale Mansion Grounds

Celebrate
Riverdale Park’s

85th Anniversary!

Food, Music, Games,
Rides, and Crafts for the

Whole Family.

Typical of the 1920s ... CONTESTS

SACK RACES 9

O1LD TIME ...When Riverdale Park
PHOTOS Was Founded!
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S. Bernard’s

Saturday, September 24, 2005
9am.to2 p.m.
. Bernad s Shool Parking Lot

5811 Riverdale Road

200 spaces available

Soace fees, $10.00

For moreinformation:
FrannieDay, 301-779-2917
2. Bernard s Redtory, 301-277-1000
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Sunday, September 11, 2005

11 am to 6:30 p.m., rain or shine
TakomaPak Middle School
7611 Piney Branch Road, TakomaPak
FREE to all!

Enjoy crafts, food, music, and dancefrom aroundthe
world on eight dages. L otsof audience paticipaion:
dance workshops, Seventh Heaven Sage, many adtivities
at and surroundingthe Children’s Sage. No pets, please.
For moreinformaion:
www. tpff.org,info@pff.org, 301-589-0202
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Christian Life Center’s

Passion & Compassion
Community Outreach Festival

Saturday, September 24, 2005

10 am.to2p.m.
Chrigtian Life Center, 5600 Taylor Road

Games, moon bounce clowns, and much much more!
Free food and clothing for those in need.

Come ou and be a pat of thiswonderful community
event. Donaions of food or clothingmay be deliveredto
Chrigtian Life Centa’s Community Outreach building
Saturdays, 10 am.to noon.

For moreinformation: 301-277-5969

We look forward to seeing youthere!

Walk, Jog or Bike

In Memory of 9/11

Sunday, September 11, 2005

5K or 10K walk; 25K bikeride
Sart baween 9 am. and noon; finish by 3 p.m.
Bladensbur g Waterfront Park
4601 Anngpolis Road, Bladensburg
Entrancefee $3 (12 & under free)

Thispleasat, easy walk or jogisa
volkanarch on paved pahways and side-
walks through the port towns of Bladens-
burg, Colmar Manor, and Cottage City
and alongthe Anacogdia River. The10-
kilomeer (6.1 mile trail takesyouto
the higorical stes of thelndian Queen N
T avern—George Washington House, Bladensburg
Dueling Ground, Bladensburg Balloon Garden, Memorial
Peace Cross, and the Bladensburg Waerfront Park. The
shorter 5K walk isideal for beginners. Kids: yes, grollers:
medium-sized; wheelchairs no; pes. yes, restrooms: yes.

For moreinformation: Donald Conway,

donjoy @g arpower .net, 301-572-5574,

www.ava.org/clubs/freestate
A volksmardh isnot apledge walk, and
it"’snot arace It isafun ativity for
clubs, friends, families, people andtheir
pes, andthose who walk alone. Most
W walkers complete al10K trail in about 2
hours. Go & your own pace—even fop to shop or ed.
Refreshments are provided. The event’ s 5K (3 mile) walk
isperfed for beginnes.
For morevolksmarching information:

www.ava.org/vmfaq.htm or www.mdvolks.org
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Riverdale Park on the Internet

By Leslie Plant

Here are a few sites and e-mail lists of localinterest.
This page is available online: www .tinyur l.com / csxuk
or http://www.ci.riverdale-park.md.us/Misc/
200509 /tclinks.html

Tow n of Riverdale Park
http://www.ci.riverdale-park.md.us
Free, user-friendly e-mail lists bring timely information
about Riverdale Park to your inbox.

Town-Sponsored E-mail Lists
www.tinyurl.com/dnétj or
http://riverdale-park.org/mailman/listinfo
Town-Announce: events, meetings, agendas
ComTalk: discussions on improving communications
TownTalk: informal, wide-ranging discussions

Farmers’ Market List
http://clarimetry.com/mailman/ listinfo/
rpfarmersmarket_clarimetry.com

Weblogs
Blogs are personal observations about anything.

Jack Jones (Ward 1)
http://TheRiverdaleObserver.blogspot.com

James Landry (Ward 1)
http://MusicFromTheFilm.b logspot.com

Maureen Farrington (Ward 1)
http://riverdaleparkette.blogspot.com
David Hiles (Ward 2); lots of local links

(see also Hiles Web site, listed separately)
http://RiverdalePark.blogspot.com
Alan Thompson (Ward 2)
http://riverdale-park-politics.blogspot.com

Audrey Bragg (Ward 2)
http://RiverdaleParkReader.blogspot.com

Living in Riverdale Park

Unofficial site; lots of good photos
www. lissa.net/riverdale

Riverdale Volunteer Fire Department
www.RiverdaleVFD.com/home.html

Town services (town site)
www.ci.riverdale-park.md.us/
CityServices/default.html

p N

Riverdale Park Business Association
www.RiverdaleParkBiz.com

History of historic Sears catalog homes
www. lissa.net/riverdale/
Riverdale%20Sears%20Homes.html

Riversdale Historical Society
www.riversdale.org
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Riversdale Mansion information, including rental info
www.pgparks.com/places/ElegantHistoric/
riversdale_intro.html

Local artist Gerald King’s Riverdale Park paintings
www.GeraldKing.com/Riverdale.htm

David Hiles, former Ward 2 council member, gives lots of
information and posts recent issues of the Town Crier
http://homepage.mac.com/hilesd/
RiverdalePark/Personal7. html

Local, County, State Government

Maryland Archives, Riverdale Park page
www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/mdmanual/
37mun/riverdale/html/r.html

Riverdale Park history
http://www.mdmunicipal.org/cities/index.cfm
?townname=RiverdalePark&page=home

Find your elected state officials
www.MDelect.net/ElectedOfficials

Links on the official town site
www.ci.riverdale-park.md.us/
RelatedLinks/default.html

Local Interest

Gazette online
www.gazette.net/princegeorgescty

County, local, area news and weather
www. topix.net/city/riverdale-park-md

Riverdale Park Data

Data from various sources
www.city-data.com/city/Riverdale-
Park-Maryland.html

U.S. Census data (year 2000) for Riverdale Park
http://censtats.census.gov/data/MD/ 160246 6635.pdf
(this is a PDF file with Riverdale Park census data).

If you have a link to add to this list, send it to Leslie
Plant: soapmkr @erols.com.

Disclaimer: Al links are provided for
the convenience of our residents. Any
opinions expressed on any site are
those of the site’s owners and not
necessarily those of the Town Crier or
the Town of Riverdale Park.

FEEN EXA

[If gpproved, anew Town Crier Ste
will offer recent issuesin portable
document formet, or PDF. Someissues

are available online now:
http://homepage.mac.com/hilesd/
RiverdalePark/Personal7.html

—Editor.]

September 2005



September 2005

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Regular, heavy & Regular, heavy & 9am-5pm
. . metal? pickup - A metal? pickup - B Trash, oil, paper
To be listed in the Calendar pickdp pickdp drop off, E\,Sl
Circles 3pm-7pm 2:45 pm Girl
Scouts

or in Community

send an e-mail to RP.TownCrier@comcast.net.

For repeating events please
specify a repetition rule and a stop date.

Farmers Market
Town Center

10

5

6

Regular trash &

Labor Day e
Office Closed ickup A
PW! Closed
NO Trash 7:00 pm Traffic
oTr
Pickup 8:00 pm
Legislative

7

8

Regular trash &
yard waste
pickup - B
County Recycling

7:30 pm
M-UTC?

Regular, heavy &
metal? pickup - A

Farmers Market

9

3pm-7pm

Town Center

Regular, heavy &
metal? pickup - B

2:45 pm Girl

Scouts

Trash, oil, paper

17

9am-5pm

drop off, PW1

11

9 am-12
Walk, Jog
or Bike?
11am-6:30
Takoma
Park Folk
Festival3

12

Regular trash &
yard waste
pickup - A

7:00 pm Boy
Scouts

7:30 pm Rec
Board

13

Regular trash &

yard waste
pickup - B

7:30 pm
Madison Hill
Assoc

14

County Recycling

15

16

Regular, heavy & R

metal? pickup - A
3pm-7pm
Farmers Market
Town Center

Town Crier
Deadline

metal? pickup - B

23

egular, heavy &

2:45 pm Girl
Scouts

24

9am -5 pm
Trash, oil, paper
drop off, PW?

21

22

Regular trash & Regular trash & County Recycling Regular, heavy & Regular, heavy & 9am-5pm
yard waste yard waste . metal? pickup - A metal? pickup - B Trash, oil, paper
pickup - A pickup - B 7:30 pm ) drop off, PW

Beautification 3pm-7pm 2:45 pm Girl
7:30 pm PG Farmers Market Scouts 9am-2pm
Home Learning Town Center St. Bernard's
3
Network Autumn 1gard Sgle
; am -2 pm
begins CLC Festival®
Regular trash & Regular trash & County Recycling Regular, heavy & Regular, heavy & Oct1
ard waste ard waste metal? pickup - A metal? pickup - B H
{)ickup -A {)ickup -B 7:00 pm Lions piextp piextp Riverdale
Club 3pm-7pm 2:45 pm Girl Park Day3
8:00 pm Work Farmers Market Scouts
Session Town Center Noon - ?iplm
6:30 pm - 8:30 Rhersdale
Conflict
Resolution?

1 Abbreviations: PW, Public Works
ComCom, Communications Committee
M-UTC, Mixed-Use Town Center Zoning Review

2 Regular trash, heavy trash, and metal recycling.
3 See article for more information.
All activities at Town Hall, unless otherwise noted.



Farmers’ Market Insert — pl

This page is replaced by the Farmer' s Marke Insert (English).
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Farmers’ Market Insert — p2

Thispage isreplaceby the Farmer’ s Market Insert (Page2 of FM Insert isin Spanish).
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Farmers’ Market Celebration a Success

== ! . L -

Tony Evansof Harris Orchards enjoysa chat with a
customer at the Riverdale Park Farmers Market. The
market is at Town Center, Thursdays 3-7 p.m.

By Alice Ewen Walker

A record-breaking 600 people cameout July 14 to
celebratethe 8th anniversary of the openingof the River-
dale Park Farmers Market. Livemusic, fresh fruits and
vegetables, plants, herbs, nuts, arafts, door prizes, a
clown, and cooking demondraions by alocal chef were
big draws for theevet, aongwiththe presataion of a
basket of gopreciaionto Audrey Bragg and Smon Plog
for their contributionsto the community (picture page 4).

“Prince George' s County is gill agriculturally vibrant,
and thismarkée provestha,” said Christine Bergmark,
director of the Southern Maryland Agricultural
Development Commission, which cosponsored the event.
“You makethedifference. Your choice mates. You can
chooseto gop @ themog convenient grocery sore, or
you can go afew minutes out of your way and get better
tomaoes, lovely sveet corn, and succulent peaches,
graight fromthe fam.”

Letters To The Editor

The Town Crier wantsto hear from you. E-mail your
letterto RP.TownCrier@comcad.ng or mail itto Town
Crier, 5008 Queensbury Road, Riverdale Park, MD
20737. You mugt include your name, address, and phone
number, but your address and phone number will not be
printed. Anonymous leters cannot be published.

Justin Troy Slye

On July 21, 2005, Justin
Troy Sye went hometo be with
his Heavenly Father after along
and courageous bout with can-
cer. Jugtin, in hisshort 18 years,
accomplished many wonderful
thingsinhislife. Hewas a
youth leader and guest spesker
at hishomechurch, Chrigtian
Life Center, and & other
churches during hisillness. T he courage and faith tha this
young man displayed will liveon forever in our hearts.

Jugtin’s parents, Pagor Benjamin Sye of the Chris-
tian LifeCenter in Riverdale Park and hiswife Deborah
dye, woul d like to tekethis opportunity to thank every-
onefor their compasson andthoughtfulness duringthis
time The community leaders andtownspeopleof the
Town of Riverdale Pak all cametogether, asacommu-
nity, to give support and loveto the Sye family in itstime
of need. This sense of family and community has con-
soled them duringthistime. So, totheT own of Riverdale
Park, THANK YOU!

Sandra Bonnefond August 16, 2005
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Corner of Main and Main

The Riverdale Park Business Association complained
about therubble pile on thecorner of Eas Wes Highway
and Baltimore Boulevard for thefirg timein September
2004. Almodg ayea ago. T here was an ineffectiveat-
tempt to level thetrash, but it dill renains & the entrance
to our town. Members of our associaion are losing reve-
nue and business as a direct result of this demolition ste.
People bypassthis blodk because they think the ettire
block is being demolished. In addition, the unsightly mess
isattracting panhanders, gangs, andvandals. A man was
soliciting money from the patronsof the Detal Group. A
lady of the evening was working the parking lot onthe
day the Detal Group held a blood drive. The Century 21
buil ding had graffiti painted on it. A worker a the now-
defunct Riverdale Bookshop was violently threatened.

We have written a detailed letter totown officials ak-
ing for solutions and relief for the various businesses lo-
cated & the Baltimore Avenue intersection. We suggest
tha thevacat lot be leveled, mulched, and seeded to
provide apark like sating until development is certain.
The Riverdale Park Business Association iswilling to
work with thetown’ s economic development committee
to get things moving in the right direction. Recognizing
and supporting established businessesisjust asimportant
as, if not moreimportant than, atracting new businessto
the area. Riverdale Park cannot affordto losethe eco-
nomic base of established businesses.

Audrey Bragg August 20, 2005

President, Riverdale Park Business Association
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Community Circles

E-Mail Lists for Town Residents
By Alan K. Thompson

Shortly after Mayor Vernon Archer took office in
June, he aked meto s& up an eledronic mailing list to
allow thetown to inform residentsof events, especially
council and committee meetings. Because the lig was to
be an official voice of thetown, poging would be re-
sricted, and the volume of messages would be low.

Mayor Archer also wanted a sec-
ond ligt, with an open-pogingpolicy,
for general discussons ontopics of
intereg to residents.

Thefirg ligt,“ Town-Announce”
went live June 16; it now has 56 sub-
scribers. T welve messages were
posedinthe first 5 weeks, providing
quick natification of events (including one emergency,
notifying resdentstha a case of Lyme disease hadoc-
curred in town). Meding agendas are routinely poded
before legidative medings.

The second lig, “TownT alk,” on which resdents
could have informal and wide-ranging discussions about
everythingfrom baby sttersto gardeningto economic
development, has been held back until recently; we
wanted to be comfortable with thetechnical requirements
of running such aligt. It’snow in operaion, and subscrip-
tion information isa theend of this aticle.

A third list, ComTalk, was crea ed for discussons of
the Communicaions Committee (which has been charged
with making recommendationstotheT own Council for
promoting efficient communication between thetown
government and citizens). Tha lig isopento residents,
you must subscribe to pod tothe lig, but anyone may
view thearchives.

Other ligs, not run by thetown, of intereg to res-
dentsinclude PGParants, which offersinformation and
resources for organizing events and adtivitiesfor county
families, and HOPE (Hyattsville Organizaion for aPos-
tive Environment), which encourages Hyédtsvilleres-
dentstowork for environmental protection, to drengthen
the community, and build a healthy local economy.

Subscaiption Information
To sgn up fortown-sponsored e-mail lists go to
www. tinyurl.com/dnétj or
http://riverdale-park.org/mailman/listinfo

To evroll in HOPE:
groups.yahoo.com/group/HOPE_in_Hyattsville

For PGParents subscriptions:
groups.yahoo.com/group/pgparents

Alan Thompson is a certified geek and town resident for
the past decade or .
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National Night Out

By Lt. Patrick Timmons

Ontheeveningof Aug. 2,
2005, the Riverdale Park Police
Department participated in
National Night Out, a project
aimed at curbing crimein cities
and towns acrossthe country.
Thisyea’ sobservance was a little different, however.
Ingtead of hosting an open house asthe department had
for thepad two yea's, saturation parols were conducted
throughou thetown.

The etiretown was patrolled, but gecial atention
was given toWads 4, 5, and 6.

Persons found drinking in the park near the intersec-
tion of Greenway Driveand Soring Lane were moved
alongtheir way, but only after they picked up large
amounts of trash inthearea. Public drinking and loitering
also were addressed along Kenilworth Avenue, inre-
sponseto recent complaintsfrom business owners.

Madison Hill received numerous parols duringthe
evening, andthe citizens seemed happy to seethe offi-
cers—many waved and gregtedthepolice on patrol.

Thisyea’sNaional Night Out was certainly consid-
ered a success by al those involved intheevent.

Recreation Board
The Recregtion Boardplans Riverdale Day and other
family events, including aWinter Party andthe Eader
Egg Hunt. If you would enjoy planningor helping with
partiesfor our children, contad DorisPullman, Chair,
301-927-6992, rhsT ed_ady @aol.com. Next meeting:
Monday, Sept. 12.

Beautification Committee

The Beautificaion Committee isout to make our
town, well, beautiful. Interested? Contact Anne Larson,
Chair. annemarielarson@am.jll.com, 202-222-1612. Next
megting:Wednesday, Sept. 21.

Public Works

Keep our Town Beautiful

Please sveep or remove grass clippings and weeds
from thesdewalks, curbs, and gutters when mowing
lawns, raking leaves, or trimming weeds. T his allows easy
flow of wate inthe gutters andkeepsour town beautiful.

Public Works Information. Call 301-864-1803 or
check www. tinyurl.com/b28wb and
www. tinyurl.com/c7zp2 for maos, fees, schedules,
and trash restritions.

"““nﬂ"'

September 2005



World-Class Solar Home

Continued from Page 1

The Solar Decathlon will consig of model homes
submitted by 18 dudent groups from aroundtheworld.
The buildings will be erected on the National Mall in
Washingon, D.C., Od. 7-16. The" 2lar village” will be
opentothepublic, so vistors—over 100,000 are
expeded—can seethe advantages of aternaive energy.
The sola village will be closed Oct. 12 for judging, and
winnerswill be announced Od. 15. Corporaeand
foundation partnersin the competition arethe American
Ingitueof Architeds the National Associaion of
Homebuilders, BP, the DI'Y Network, and Sprint.

Thehometeam has gent thepad 3 yeas planning,
designing, and buil ding thehousethat runs entirely on
solar energy. Thedesign team focused on providing
comfortable, gpacious rooms, and it emphasized creaing a
connedion withthe outdoors. Thearched roof is
supported by curved glue-laminaed beamstha hold 51
solar panelsof 175 Watseach. The drudure resson
long, raised glue-laminaed beams, so it can be
trangportedto themall. By mid-August, theframing was
nearly complete and the gudentswere busy indalling
almog $40,000-worth of triple-pane, argon-filled L oewen
windows. Radiant heat will be supplied fromwithina
poured concretefloor.

All of theteams support their projectsthrough tax-
deductible donations. The Maryland group currently is
about $50,000 short of its goal—a predicament tha has
resulted in lost time in the schedule. T he group isworking
7 days aweek to finish by month’send. Dan Vlacich ex-
pressed special gopreciaion for theprofessional crafts
men who havevolunteered to train the gudentsin con-
drudion skills, and hopesthat gill more will help.

Decathlon entrieswill be judged for how well each
demondraespracical applicaion of solar energy in daily
life. Each home mug be powered ertirely by sola energy,
and all will need to be ableto charge a DaimlerChryder

T‘.r -|-".l - L _- o

GEM e4 electric vehicle from their solar panels. The
homes will be evaluated in 10 areas.

e architedure

dwelling

documentation

communicaions (media, Web ste)

comfort (temperaurerange)

appliances and home office equipment

hot water (clothesand dish washers, two 10-minute
showers a day)

lighting

energy balance

o trangportaion (power accessfor eledricvehicle)

Maryland steam placed firg in the 2002 Solar
Decathlon for itsheaing design and energy balance
system;theteam came in fourth overall.

Afte the competition, the building will be donated for
saff housing at the Red Wiggler Community Farm &
Ovid Hazen WellsPark in Clarksburg, Maryland. The
community farm provides jobs for adults with develop-
mental disabilitieswho grow and sell produce. Morein-
formaion isavailable online: www.redwiggler.org.

You can vistthehouse while it’ s under condruction:
Drivenorth on Lafayete Sret next to therailroadtracks,
passthe Field of Dreams, and a the dead end tumn right
(you will passtheold mapshbuilding). The solar house is
ontheright. You can't missit. Sop inandteke atour; the
students enjoy talking about the projed.

To learn more abou the projed or to donae assis
tanceor money, call 301-405-1943, or visit the solar
house Web ste, www.solarhouse.umd.edu, which
has linksto the Depart ment

of Energy’ s Solar Village
Web ste.
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Riverdale Pak salutes
the Universty of Maryland
team. We ae proud of the
group’ s dedication and
commitment to energy con-
servaion through this inno-
vaiveprojed.
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WORRIED ABOUT HOW TO OVERCOME
CONFLICTS WITH YOUR PARENTS, YOUR
CHILD, YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR TEACHERS,

AND PEOPLEIN AUTHORITY?

YOU AND YOUR CHILD ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE RIVERDALE PARK COMMUNITY’S

CONFLICT RESTLUT.ON CENTERS

€ 3ider F TR

COMMUNITY-BASED SMALL GROUP FORUMS FOR YOUTH & PARENTS!

Conflict Resolution Centers (CRCs) provide young people (8-18) and their parents with
violence prevention and conflict management life skills in a safe and caring environment within the
Prince George’'s County communities where they live, attend schoal, or wor ship. Young people and
their parents or guar dians will acquire

... Practical conflict resolution skills

... Good communication skills

... The ability to handle peer pressure, gangs, and dangerous situations
... The ability to recognize triggers to violence: drugs, alcohol, and guns
... Knowledge of the criminal justice system

... ills to bridge racial divisions

Beginning Date:  Thursday, September 29, 2005
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m,, 2 hours per session for 9 consecutive weeks
Location: Riverdale Park Town Hall

5008 Queensbury Road

Riverdale Park, M D 20737

301-927-6381

The sessions will focus on relevant issuesthat plague youth and families and that keep communities
from being safe and healthy places to live. CRCs are small, highly interactive groups led and managed
in the community.

Participant
Certification: Participants receive a Certificate of Achievement for the successful completion

of a9-week CRC program. Youth may participate onlyif a parent or legal
guardian attends each session aswdl.

To Enroll a Child and an Adult, Call
Town of Riverdale Park, 301-927-6381
Parkdale High School, 301-513-5700, Ext. 303 (M r. M artin), or Ext. 228 (M s. Golf)
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